EUROPEAN HORSE NETWORK NEWS
Equine Conference in
Brussels on 20 October
2016
Jean Arthuis, Member of
the European Parliament,
hosted the meeting and
invited Eric Andrieu, MEP
Vice Chair oft he Agri
Committee.
JL Gouraud, M.George, M.
Wentein, T. Froysnes, D. de
Bellaigue, C.Escribano
Mora, F. Clement,
J.Murphy, T. Haapaniemi,
P. Naassens shared the
floor on topics essential for
the future development
oft he horse industry.

Welcome to European Horse Network News
Dear readers,
It was a pleasure to host the EHN
General Assembly last month and
exchange with all of you. Many thanks
for confirming the Board of EHN for
another year. We now have proper bylaws with the assurance of sustainability
for EHN as well as the possibility to look
for funding. Also, happy to welcome 2
new members showing the interest of
stakeholders for EHN. With today a total

of 23 members, we have increased our
resources and possibilities to organise
events, support the venue of high level
speakers, organise nice gatherings for
efficient networking.
The next steps will be to manage an update
of our horse industry figures, adopt strong
position on the food chain issue, continue to
meet EU representatives to increase
awareness on our industry.
Mark Wentein, Chairman

The GESCA represents the French Equine professionals:
- To develop economic, fiscal and social relations
between its members and public authorities.
- To keep its members informed about useful legal
and economic development, through information
bulletins, Internet sites, circulating information, as well
as through media.
- To provide a monitoring service that will keep track
of all national, European or international legislative
or regulatory proposals.
- To organise events to achieve the stated objectives.

New
Member

On 6/10/2016, GESCA adopted a Declaration, asking
European public authorities to establish a proper
“European horse policy”, regulatory and legislative
conditions for the optimal development of the horse
industry.
On 25/11/2016, GESCA organises an event in the French
Senate in Paris to highlight the diversity and importance
of the equine industry professionals.
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EHN leaflets are available
Horses in Europe, Horses and CAP,
Horses and Sport, Horses and
welfare, Horses and research,
Horses and Health, Education and
Training, Veterinary products,
Growth & Environment, Responsible
Ownership
www.europeanhorsenetwork.eu

@euhorsenetwork

EHN General Assembly – 19 October 2016 in Brussels
EHN Board was re-elected with the mission to strengthen
EHN by publishing its by-laws (amended and signed on
19/10), by adopting strong position on EU legislation,
identification, exclusion from food chain, Consumers’ sales.

Members agreed to:

Welcome 2 new members, FNRS (presented in our
July Newsletter) and GESCA

Create a Communication Working Group to
increase visibility of EHN

Update horse industry figures

Look for new members, farriers, Insurance

Equine Conference on 20 October 2016 in the European
Parliament in Brussels
Jean Arthuis MEP,
allied with the
European Horse
Network (EHN) to
mobilize a strong
Horse Group in
the
European
Parliament.
Representatives
of the equine
industry came to
lift taboos and
identify measures
to
ensure
the
European horse
industry a longterm development. More than 60 participants attended
the conference. Jean Arthuis wishes with the help of his
colleagues in the Parliament and the European Horse
Network to list the weaknesses, promote best practices,
preserve the necessary financing.
MEPs encourage the industry to communicate better on its
diversity, contributions, successes, Conclusions: "The horse
needs more Europe and could also help Europe to move
forward in bringing life in rural territories, promoting healthy
lives, restoring essential social and popular links." An

appointment is made within six months to study sustainable
funding models for the industry.
Update on Horse topics in EU Institutions
Responsible Ownership and equine care report discussed
in the European Parliament - 8 November 2016 in Brussels
Julie Girling, MEP and author of the report explained the
content and additions she intends to propose such as the
issue of the exclusion from the food chain. 13 MEPs
suggested other topics such as VAT, hormones, import of
meat and control of slaughtering. They all insisted on the
economic importance of the Equine industry in EU,
representing jobs in rural areas. The report wishes to insist
on education and training of owners, not done sufficiently
(more than 30% of equines are not properly registered).
A new version of the document should be available in
January/February 2017.
Meeting EU Commission officials on Consumers’ sales - 11
November 2016 in Brussels
EU Directive on consumers’ sales (1999) is causing a lot of
trouble for European horse breeders/trainers when selling a
horse from business to consumer. Buyers if referring to that
legislation can return a horse and get the money back
and make a complaint long after the purchase took
place. This legislation is under fitness check to see what
could be revised and simplified with a proposal published
around May/June 2017
http://ec.europa.eu/consumers/consumer_rights/review/in
dex_en.htm
During the process, the horse industry needs to show how
the regulation does not fit sales of living animals such as
horses, the legislation does not give any protection for the
seller, only for the buyer.
The current situation is not at all reasonable for the
professional horse keeper and need to be changed. The
right for the consumer to make complaints of the horse is
not realistic
EHN members met Mr Zaleski from EU Commission. He
thinks the legislation is flexible enough “any lack of
conformity which becomes apparent within six months of
the delivery of the goods shall be presented to have
existed at the time of delivery, unless the presumption is
incompatible with the nature of the good” He would like
to know exactly how important the problem is in different
countries – EHN needs to describe cases and suggests
changes as soon as possible.
Next Events
EHN activities will be presented at both events:
Equine Professionals Conference - 25 November in the
French Senate in Paris

Animal Transportation Association Conference - 8 February
2017 in Hong Kong
http://www.animaltransportationassociation.org/page1846485

