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The European Horse Network (EHN) is a non-profit network of stakeholders within the
European horse sector. EHN represents 34 organizations involved in equine activities in
Europe.

The EU is a world leader in sports horse and racehorse breeding. It has a significant EU export
surplus compared to the import of such horses from the US and is an important EU export
market of many hundreds of millions of euros annually. Export to the US plays a key role in
the international visibility of European racing and sports horses.

Already the current situation has created market uncertainty and the real risk of a reduction in
trade between the two partners, creating diminished market opportunities and revenue in this
highly competitive and specialized sector.

Specialized auction sales houses in Europe already account for over a billion euros of horse
sales annually, with many of these elite horses being exported abroad and to the US.

The proposed tariff changes also threaten to disrupt and artificially create an unlevel playing
field between those auction sales houses based in the EU, most notably in Ireland and France,
and non EU countries such as the neighboring UK where the tariffs are currently set to be
lower.

Our concern is also that the EU’s proposed increase in tariffs on imports of horses from the
US will lead to ensuing reciprocal tariff increases and a significant increase in costs and
decrease in trade both ways across the Atlantic. Many thoroughbred and sports horse
breeders are small farmer breeders, and this high-value product is an important part of their
revenue stream. Larger commercial breeders are world leaders due to international demand
for their elite horses.

Export to the US of elite horses and thoroughbred bloodstock also has critical long term
strategic importance as it influences and contributes to international stallion, breeding and
sporting rankings, therefore underpinning the whole EU horse breeding sector.



We support the Commission’s rational and constructive approach in trying to work through
trade issues with the US to reach a deal and would encourage rules-based economic order to
be upheld as a priority and a de-escalation of reciprocal tariff rises to avoid a damaging
increase in the unlevel playing which would develop between EU members and other
countries.

Some key examples of export of EU racing and sports horses to the US include :

o Forthe year 2024: 7,100 equines declared by the USA as imported from the EU, for a
total value of 560 million euros. (Source : Economic and Social Observatory for the
Horse (OESC) — French Institute for Horse and Riding (IFCE))

e Irish thoroughbred 2022 figures to US buyers represented a 55% increase over five
years, with the US the second largest market for Irish racehorse ownership behind the
UK.

¢ In Germany, at the recent 2024 Hanoverian Studbook auction US buyers accounted
for over half of the total sales revenue of 435,000 euros for licensed jumping stallions

¢ Recentwinners of top-tier international (Group 1) thoroughbred races in the US include
Excellent Truth (IRE) - sold at the top French auction house ARQANA for 1 600 000
euros

The European Horse Network (EHN) is a non-profit network of stakeholders acting at a World-

European-, National- or Regional-level within the European horse, pony, donkey and welfare
sector. The welfare of equines is paramount for EHN.
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